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www.cityofneedles.com 
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Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 
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City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

   
   

MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:        October 2, 2026  
  
City Manager's Weekly Highlights  
Emergency Response & Preparedness 

• Storm Response and Roadway Recovery Continue, with City crews, San 
Bernardino County Public Works, Phillips Excavating, and regional partners 
continuing debris removal, shoulder stabilization, detour coordination, and 
roadway repairs following this week’s heavy rainfall. 

• Sandbag Resources Remain Available for Residents, with Needles Fire 
Station No. 32 serving as a local distribution point for free sandbags while 
supplies last. 

Infrastructure & Community Investment 
• Sheriff/Council Chambers Monument Sign Installed, completing a new civic 

campus improvement identifying the San Bernardino County Sheriff – Colorado 
River Station, Needles Police, and City Council Chambers. 

• River’s Edge Golf Course Reopens for the 2026 Season, following annual 
September overseeding and returning to full-time fall and winter operations. 

• Draft Active Transportation Plan Released for Public Review, providing a 
long-term framework for improving walking, bicycling, safety, connectivity, and 
access while supporting future infrastructure investments and grant 
opportunities. 

Community & Regional Engagement 
• 2026 State of the City Set for October 7, with Mayor Janet Jernigan 

highlighting the City’s accomplishments, major investments, ongoing projects, 
and priorities for the future. 

• Needles Sunday Market Begins New Fall Hours October 4, with the weekly 
market operating from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park. 

• Assemblyman Jeff Gonzalez to Hold Community Office Hours at the 
Needles Sunday Market, providing residents an opportunity to meet directly 
with their State Assembly representative, ask questions, and discuss issues 
important to the community. 

• Palo Verde Community College Welcomes New Superintendent/President, 
with City representatives joining education and community partners in 
welcoming Dr. Estella Castillo-Garrison and recognizing continued growth at the 
Needles Education Center. 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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1. Storm Response and Roadway Recovery: Heavy rainfall earlier this week 
caused significant roadway and drainage impacts throughout the Needles area. 
City crews and San Bernardino County Public Works responded across 
their respective roadway segments, including portions of Needles Highway. 
Crews have continued debris removal, shoulder stabilization, equipment 
deployment, and detour coordination as repairs progress. Needles Highway is 
currently anticipated to reopen by this weekend, subject to site conditions 
and the availability of repair materials. The City sincerely thanks San 
Bernardino County Public Works, Supervisor Dawn Rowe, Phillips 
Excavating, and City of Needles Public Works for their quick response, 
coordination, and long hours this week. Their efforts have helped restore 
access, protect public safety, and move repairs forward as quickly as conditions 
allow. 
 

2. Sandbag Availability and Storm Preparedness: Following this week’s storm 
activity, the City reminds residents that Needles Fire Station No. 32, 1113 E. 
Broadway Street, serves as a sandbag distribution location through the San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District. Sandbags are available at no cost 
on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last. Residents are 
encouraged to prepare before future storm events and should not rely solely on 
emergency supplies once severe weather is underway. Additional storm 
preparedness information is available through the San Bernardino County Fire 
Protection District website. 
 

3. State of the City – Final Community Reminder: The City of Needles and the 
Needles Chamber of Commerce invite the community to the 2026 State of the 
City Address on Wednesday, October 7, at 6:00 p.m. at El Garces, 950 
Front Street. This year’s theme is Progress • Momentum • Possibility – 
Building Needles’ Future Together. Mayor Janet Jernigan will provide an 
update on the City’s accomplishments, major investments, ongoing projects, 
and priorities for the future. The program will highlight the progress taking place 
throughout Needles, the momentum behind key City initiatives, and the 
opportunities ahead for the community. Residents, businesses, community 
partners, and stakeholders are encouraged to attend and join us for this 
annual look at where Needles has been, where we are today, and where we 
are headed next. 
 

4. Assemblyman Jeff Gonzalez Community Town Hall: Assemblyman Jeff 
Gonzalez will return to Needles on Thursday, October 15, 2026, from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for a Community Town Hall at El Garces. The Town Hall will 
provide residents, businesses, and community partners an opportunity to hear 
directly from Assemblyman Gonzalez, ask questions, and discuss issues 
important to Needles and the surrounding region. Residents, businesses, and 
community stakeholders are encouraged to attend and participate. 

https://sbcfire.org/sandbags/
https://sbcfire.org/sandbags/
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5. Draft Active Transportation Plan – Public Review and Comment: The City of 

Needles has released its Draft Active Transportation Plan for public review 
and comment. The Plan provides a long-term roadmap for improving walking, 
bicycling, safety, connectivity, and access throughout the community and will 
help guide future infrastructure investments and grant opportunities. The Plan 
was developed with input from residents, community stakeholders, and partner 
agencies. The public is encouraged to review the draft and submit comments by 
Thursday, October 29, 2026. Feedback received during the public review 
period will help inform the final Plan and future active transportation priorities in 
Needles. More information, including the Draft Plan and public comment form, is 
available at needlesatp.com/provide-input. 
 

6. Sheriff/Council Chambers Monument Sign Installed: The new monument 
sign at the Council Chambers was installed this week, replacing the former 
sign that had been removed due to vandalism and deterioration. The new sign 
identifies the San Bernardino County Sheriff – Colorado River Station, 
Needles Police, and City Council Chambers and includes masonry detailing 
that complements the surrounding civic campus, along with solar lighting to 
illuminate the sign at night. The approximately $30,000 investment 
complements the County’s multi-million-dollar modernization of the 
Colorado River Station, which represented the facility’s first major upgrade in 
35 years and strengthened its role as a regional law enforcement hub. The City 
sincerely appreciates San Bernardino County Sheriff Shannon D. Dicus for 
making this project possible and Captain Jake Gault for his local leadership, 
coordination, and continued partnership with the City of Needles. 
 

7. Clean Air Day – Fare-Free Transit on October 7: In recognition of Clean Air 
Day on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, Needles Area Transit (NAT) and 
Needles Dial-a-Ride will offer fare-free rides all day. The promotion 
encourages residents to make just one trip by public transit as a way to reduce 
vehicle use, support cleaner air, and take advantage of an affordable 
transportation option. The City also reminds the community that K-12 and Palo 
Verde Community College students ride NAT free year-round with a valid 
student ID or class schedule. NAT currently provides three transportation 
options, including the deviated fixed route in Needles, Dial-a-Ride service, and 
the Fort Mohave/Bullhead shuttle on Tuesdays and Thursdays by prepaid 
reservation. More information, including routes and service details, is available 
at needlestransit.com. 

 
8. Community Clean-Up Day – October 24, 2026: Staff is promoting the City’s 

upcoming Community Clean-Up Day on Saturday, October 24, 2026, from 8:00 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Volunteers will meet at the former Carl’s Jr. parking lot, 2601 
Needles Highway. The event is open to the public, and no registration is 
required. The City will provide work gloves, trash pickers, and trash bags. 
Participants are encouraged to bring water, wear closed-toe shoes, and come 
prepared for outdoor conditions. Staff will be on-site to coordinate volunteer 
check-in and cleanup activities, and Council is encouraged to help spread the 
word to residents, businesses, and community partners to boost participation. 

https://www.needlesatp.com/_files/ugd/37f0b1_047a83399c004bd29bad99cdf6d0765a.pdf
https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input
https://needlestransit.com/
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For questions, contact Utilities Manager Rainie Torrance at (760) 326-5700 ext. 
140. 

 
9. River’s Edge Golf Course Opens for the 2026 Season: River’s Edge Golf 

Course reopened today, October 2, 2026, following its annual September 
overseeding and is now back to full-time hours and rates for the fall and winter 
season. Golfers are encouraged to get back out and enjoy the refreshed course 
conditions. Tee times may be booked by calling (760) 326-3931 or online at 
golfneedlesca.com. The City thanks Director of Golf JJ Deleon and his team 
for their work during the overseeding closure and looks forward to welcoming 
residents and visitors back to River’s Edge. 

 
10. River Communities Coalition Fall Rummage Sale – October 2–3: The River 

Communities Coalition is hosting its Fall Rummage Sale on Friday and 
Saturday, October 2 and 3, from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 117 North K 
Street in Needles. The sale includes furniture, household items, clothing, tools 
and equipment, golf gear, children’s items, artwork, seasonal items, and other 
donated goods. Proceeds from the event support the Coalition’s community 
programs and its ongoing efforts to advance the River Communities Grocery 
Cooperative. 
 

11. Needles Sunday Market – New Fall Hours Begin October 4: The Needles 
Sunday Market will begin its new fall hours this Sunday, operating from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park, 950 Front Street. The weekly market 
features local vendors, makers, growers, food, produce, handmade goods, and 
other locally offered products. Interested vendors may contact Market Manager 
Patrick Lauterio at (760) 848-8289 or needlesfarmers@gmail.com. 
 

12. Palo Verde Community College (PVC) Welcome Reception: The City of 
Needles joined PVC, representatives from the Needles Unified School District, 
and other community stakeholders this week in welcoming the College’s new 
Superintendent/President, Dr. Estella Castillo-Garrison, during a reception at 
the Needles Education Center. Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell and Councilmember 
JoAnne Pogue attended on behalf of the City. In her remarks, Dr. Castillo-
Garrison emphasized the importance of the Needles Education Center as part of 
the College as a whole and highlighted her commitment to serving students, 
strengthening workforce opportunities, and building partnerships throughout the 
community. The Needles Education Center continues to show significant 
growth, increasing from 33 students in Fall 2022 to 122 students in Fall 2026. 
PVC also provides one of the most affordable higher education options in the 
region, with tuition at $49 per unit, helping make college and workforce training 
more accessible to Needles residents. More information about the Needles 
Education Center, available programs, and enrollment opportunities can be 
found at paloverde.edu/needles. 

 
13. Palo Verde Community College Fall Blood Drive – October 7: Vitalant will 

return to the PVC Needles Center on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for its Fall Blood Drive. With blood donations in 
continued demand, new and returning donors are encouraged to participate 
and help strengthen the regional blood supply. A single blood donation can 

https://golfneedlesca.com/
mailto:needlesfarmers@gmail.com
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help multiple patients and make an immediate difference for hospitals and 
families in need. Vitalant is also offering an October donor promotion in which 
participants may be eligible to win one of two $10,000 gift cards. 
Appointments may be scheduled through Vitalant’s online registration link. For 
more information, visit Vitalant.org or call 877-25-VITAL. 
 

14. 50th Annual Fort Mojave Indian Days Parade: As part of the 50th Annual 
Fort Mojave Indian Days, the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe will hold its parade on 
Saturday, October 17, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. on Downtown Broadway in 
Needles. The community is encouraged to attend and support this important 
regional celebration of culture, heritage, and community. Parade applications 
are available, and for more information, interested participants may contact 
Nichole Garcia at (760) 861-4213 or email fmitparade@fortmojave.com. 
 

15. Cruizin’ the Century Route 66 Centennial Car Show: The River Cruizers will 
host the Cruizin’ the Century Route 66 Centennial Car Show on Saturday, 
November 14, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. along Front Street in front of 
El Garces. The show is open to all years, makes, and models of cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles, with a $20 vehicle entry fee and registration available at the 
show. Activities will include show plaques, a 50/50 drawing, and T-shirt sales. 
For additional information, contact Dave Hasenwinkle at (206) 947-0997 or 
Danny Moran at (909) 226-7437. 

 
16. Stay Connected with the City: Residents are encouraged to use the Needles 

Connect app and the City’s Community Events Calendar to stay informed 
about City news, alerts, meetings, events, job opportunities, recreation 
programs, service requests, utility resources, and other community information. 
Residents can also enable notifications in Needles Connect and subscribe to the 
Community Events Calendar for ongoing updates. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

• Assemblyman Jeff Gonzalez Community Office Hours – October 4: 
Assemblyman Jeff Gonzalez will hold community office hours during the 
Needles Sunday Market at Santa Fe Park. The market will operate under its 
new fall hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Residents will have an opportunity to 
meet with their State Assembly representative, ask questions, and discuss 
issues important to the community. 

• Palo Verde Community College – Needles Center College & Career Event – 
October 6: PVC will host a College & Career Event on Tuesday, October 6, 
2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Needles Center, 725 W. Broadway 
Street. Attendees can connect with representatives from regional universities 
and local employers and learn about admissions, bachelor’s degree programs, 
transfer opportunities, and local career pathways. Participating universities are 
expected to include UC Irvine, Cal State San Bernardino, UNLV, Arizona 
State University, Southern Utah University, and Grand Canyon University. 
For more information, contact the Needles Center at (760) 326-5033 or 
Needles-Center@paloverde.edu. 

• Double Ten Day Flag-Raising Ceremony – October 10: The City of Needles 
will continue its longstanding Double Ten Day tradition on Saturday, October 
10, 2026, at the historic Needles Courthouse, marking the 53rd Needles 

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?token=WcIQqGEUea%2FBOTf368E38nRP1KvWZ0WPUhed%2BDQkaWM%3D
https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwp
mailto:fmitparade@fortmojave.com
https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/?utm_source
https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/?utm_source
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
mailto:Needles-Center@paloverde.edu
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flag-raising ceremony. The event recognizes the National Day of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) and continues a local tradition dating back to 1972. 
Community members are encouraged to attend and take part in this 
longstanding cultural celebration. 

• Community Pride Recognition Awards – October 17: The Needles Chamber 
of Commerce will host the 2026 Community Pride Recognition Awards on 
Saturday, October 17, at the Needles Elks Lodge. More than 50 nominations 
have been received recognizing individuals, businesses, and organizations for 
their service and leadership in Needles. Tickets are $50 per person and are 
available through the Needles Chamber of Commerce at (760) 326-2050 or 
info@needleschamber.com. 

• Low-Cost Pet Licensing & Vaccination Clinic – October 24: The Needles 
Animal Shelter, in partnership with PetSmart Veterinary Services and Dr. 
Joseph Velasco, will host a low-cost dog and cat licensing and vaccination clinic 
on Saturday, October 24, 2026, from 9:30 a.m. to noon at 1662 Flip Mendez 
Parkway. Affordable vaccinations and special City licensing rates will be 
available. Dogs must be on leashes, cats must be in carriers, and cash only will 
be accepted. For more information, contact the Needles Animal Shelter at (760) 
326-4952. 
 

mailto:info@needleschamber.com
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