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City of Needles
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan 
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell
Councilmember Tona Belt

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake
Councilmember Larry Ford

City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:         HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 

DATE:     September 18, 2026 

City Manager's Weekly Highlights 
Utility Services & Housing 

• NPUA Publishes October 1 Utility Rate Update, detailing the new $0.0958
per kWh over-hydro electric rate—the lowest since 2020—along with hydro
rates, basic charges, and customer assistance resources.

• Needles Care Community Wellness Check Program Launches September
21, expanding community partnerships to help residents remain connected and
supported through regular wellness check-ins.

Economic Development & Infrastructure 
• Needles Showcased at ICSC@WESTERN, with Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell

and City Manager Patrick Martinez staffing a dedicated City booth and
promoting Needles directly to retailers, developers, brokers, and investors.

• Lillyhill Drive Storm Recovery Advances, with sidewalk repairs restoring an
important pedestrian connection serving neighborhoods, students, families, and
seniors traveling to the school area and Senior Center.

• Clean California Revive the Desert Project Underway, with crews removing
illegally dumped debris from impacted desert areas through the City's $169,355
cleanup and community stewardship grant.

Community & Regional Engagement 
• Free Transit Rides Offered for World Car-Free Day, with Needles Transit 

Services, in partnership with the San Bernardino County Transportation 
Authority (SBCTA), providing free rides on September 22 across Needles Area 
Transit, Dial-a-Ride, and the Fort Mohave/Bullhead shuttle.

• Needles Sunday Market Opens Second Season, bringing vendors, residents, 
visitors, and community leaders together at Santa Fe Park while supporting local 
small businesses.

• Good Morning Needles Draws Regional Participation, with stakeholders from 
across the Colorado River Tri-State region gathering to learn about behavioral 
health resources and the TEST program.

• Needles Hosts Mustang Stampede for Second Consecutive Year, bringing 
student-athletes, coaches, and families to Rivers Edge Golf Course and 
supporting the City's growing sports-tourism efforts.

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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1. NPUA Releases Detailed Utility Rate Update — The Needles Public Utility 
Authority has issued a detailed press release explaining utility rate changes 
taking effect October 1, 2026. The release outlines the new $0.0958 per kWh 
over-hydro electric rate, the lowest since 2020, along with changes to the 
basic monthly charge and hydro rates. The release also explains the Power 
Cost Adjustment, previously approved 3% water and 6% wastewater rate 
adjustments, how to understand the City’s consolidated utility bill, and available 
customer assistance programs. Residents are encouraged to review the 
press release for a complete explanation of the October 1 utility rate 
changes. 

 
2. Economic Development & Retail Recruitment – ICSC@WESTERN: Vice 

Mayor Ellen Campbell and City Manager Patrick Martinez represented the 
City of Needles at ICSC@WESTERN in San Diego, September 15–16, where 
the City maintained a dedicated booth showcasing Needles to retailers, 
developers, brokers, and investors. The City promoted its economic 
development opportunities, Historic Route 66, outdoor recreation, 
Colorado River tourism, and strategic Interstate 40 location as part of its 
continued effort to attract new retail, restaurants, lodging, and commercial 
investment to the community. 

 
3. Lillyhill Drive Storm Recovery – Sidewalk Repairs: This week, the City 

continued its storm recovery efforts with the completion of sidewalk repairs 
along Lillyhill Drive, addressing one of the remaining areas damaged during 
this summer’s storms. Restoring this corridor improves pedestrian safety, 
accessibility, and neighborhood connectivity for students, families, seniors, 
and other residents traveling between nearby neighborhoods, the school area, 
and the Senior Center. The work also reflects the City’s continued focus on 
repairing critical infrastructure, improving walkability, and strengthening 
community resilience following severe weather events. The City thanks 
Phillips Construction for its efforts in completing the repairs and helping return 
this important pedestrian route to full use. 
 

4. Clean California CCEP – Revive the Desert Project Update: Implementation 
of the City’s $169,355 Revive the Desert – Illegal Dumping Cleanup & 
Community Stewardship grant project is underway. Crews recently 
conducted cleanup in a heavily impacted desert wash, removing illegally 
dumped household debris, discarded bedding and other accumulated waste. 
Attached photos show the cleanup in progress and the visible 
improvement following the work. Additional cleanup activities will continue as 
the grant program moves forward. 
 

5. Needles Sunday Market Celebrates Successful Season Two Opening: The 
Needles Sunday Market launched its second season on September 13 at 
Santa Fe Park, bringing together local vendors, residents, visitors, and 
community leaders. The market featured food, produce, handmade goods, 
art, and other locally offered products, while supporting small businesses, 
local entrepreneurship, and continued activity at Santa Fe Park. The Mayor 
and members of the City Council joined the celebration, reflecting continued 
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community support for the market. Interested vendors may contact Market 
Manager Patrick Lauterio at (760) 848-8289 or needlesfarmers@gmail.com. 

 
6. Sports Tourism – Needles Mustang Stampede Cross Country Meet: For the 

second consecutive year, Needles hosted the NHS & NMS Mustang 
Stampede Cross Country Meet on September 12 at Rivers Edge Golf 
Course. The event brought student-athletes, coaches, and families to Needles 
and continues to demonstrate the community’s ability to host regional youth 
sporting events while showcasing local facilities. The City appreciates the 
coordination of Needles Unified School District, Rivers Edge Golf Course, and 
City staff in supporting the event. 
 

7. Good Morning Needles – Behavioral Health Resources: The Needles Area 
Chamber of Commerce hosted a well-attended Good Morning Needles on 
September 17, featuring Kim Buckley and Emma Jo Busto presenting on the 
TEST program and behavioral health resources available to the Needles 
community. Attendees included stakeholders from across the Colorado River 
Tri-State region, including representatives from the Bullhead and Laughlin 
Chambers of Commerce, highlighting strong regional collaboration. 
 

8. Needles Care Community Wellness Check Program – September 21: The 
City of Needles, in partnership with St. Vincent de Paul Society – St. Jude 
Conference and the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, will 
launch the new Needles Care Community Wellness Check Program on 
Monday, September 21, at 11:30 a.m. at the Needles Senior Center. The 
free community program is designed to help residents stay connected and 
supported through regular wellness check-ins. If you or someone you know 
may benefit, please contact St. Vincent de Paul at (760) 326-4420 or 
svdpneedles@frontier.com to learn more or sign up. 
 

9. Free Transit Rides for World Car-Free Day – September 22: Needles Transit 
Services will offer free rides all day Tuesday, September 22, in recognition of 
World Car-Free Day. Participating services include Needles Area Transit, 
Needles Dial-a-Ride, and the Needles Shuttle serving Fort Mohave/Bullhead. 
Residents are encouraged to try local transit for work, shopping, and errands. 
Routes, schedules, and service information are available at needlestransit.com. 
Please refer to the attached flyer for additional information. 
 

10. Needles Pride – Bulky Item Pick-Up Reminder: Keeping Needles clean and 
beautified is something we all play a role in. Through the Needles Pride 
Program, residents are reminded that they can schedule up to three free bulky 
item pick-ups each year through Republic Services by calling 928-758-9135. 
This service provides residents with a convenient way to properly dispose of 
furniture, appliances, electronics, and other large household items rather than 
leaving them along sidewalks, streets, or outside properties. Residents are 
encouraged to take advantage of this free service and help keep neighborhoods 
throughout Needles clean and attractive. Additional information is available 
through the Republic Services Bulk Waste webpage. Public nuisances may 
also be reported through the Needles Connect app or by contacting City of 
Needles Code Enforcement at 760-326-2115. A cleaner Needles takes all of 

mailto:needlesfarmers@gmail.com
https://needlestransit.com/
https://www.republicservices.com/residents/recycling-and-solid-waste/bulk-waste
https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/?utm_source
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us, and these resources give every resident an opportunity to play a part 
in keeping our community looking its best. 
 

11. Needles Connect – Updated Community Outreach Materials: The City has 
received updated promotional materials for the Needles Connect app to 
support continued community outreach and resident engagement. The app 
provides access to City information, community updates, notifications, service 
requests, meeting information, job openings, recreation resources, utility 
payment links, and other quick links. Residents are encouraged to download the 
Needles Connect app and enable notifications to stay informed. 
 

12. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 
a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
public meetings, and civic programs. Local organizations are invited to submit 
events or update existing listings through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe to and sync the 
calendar with their mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed about local events and civic activities. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 

• Fall Spay & Neuter Clinic – September 24–25: The Needles Animal Shelter’s 
Fall Spay & Neuter Clinic will take place September 24–25, 2026, in 
partnership with Dr. Angelina Beeks of Angel’s Touch Veterinary Services. 
The clinic supports responsible pet ownership and animal welfare by providing 
affordable spay and neuter services to pet owners throughout the tri-state area. 
Registration is now closed, and staff are preparing for the two-day clinic 
following strong community interest and outreach through Needles Connect. 

• State of the City – October 7: The City of Needles and the Needles Chamber 
of Commerce invite the community to the 2026 State of the City Address on 
Wednesday, October 7, at 6:00 p.m. at El Garces, 950 Front Street. Mayor 
Janet Jernigan will highlight the City’s accomplishments, major investments, and 
priorities for the future. The community is encouraged to attend. 

• 7th Annual Trunk or Treat – October 28: The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department Colorado River Station/Needles Police Department, in 
partnership with the City of Needles, will host the event from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
at the Needles Recreation Center parking lot. Please refer to the attached 
flyer for additional details. 

• Route 66 Centennial Community Fall Festival – November 7: The Third 
Annual Community Fall Festival and Route 66 Centennial Celebration will be 
held Saturday, November 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park. 
The celebration will feature live entertainment, family activities, an OHV “Show-
Off,” food trucks, El Garcés tours, vendors, and a Centennial fireworks show. 
Vendor and sponsorship opportunities remain available. 

• Route 66 Grant Opportunities – November 12 Deadline: Applications are 
now open for the Preserve Route 66 Grant Fund and Preserve Route 66 Legacy 
Business Grant Fund, with applications due November 12, 2026. City staff is 
evaluating potential City projects and conducting outreach to eligible Needles 
businesses and community organizations. More information: Preserve Route 
66 Grant Fund – Public Agencies & Nonprofits | Preserve Route 66 Legacy 
Business Grant Fund. 

https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/?utm_source
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
https://savingplaces.org/preserve-route-66-grant-fund-guidelines
https://savingplaces.org/preserve-route-66-grant-fund-guidelines
https://savingplaces.org/preserve-route-66-legacy-business-grant-fund
https://savingplaces.org/preserve-route-66-legacy-business-grant-fund


1. UTILITY RATES — OCTOBER UPDATE RELEASED



2. ICSC@WESTERN — NEEDLES PROMOTES 
INVESTMENT



3. LILLYHILL DRIVE — STORM REPAIRS COMPLETE



4. REVIVE THE DESERT — CLEANUP UNDERWAY



5. SUNDAY MARKET — SEASON TWO LAUNCHES



5. SUNDAY MARKET — SEASON TWO LAUNCHES



6. SPORTS TOURISM — MUSTANG STAMPEDE RETURNS



7. GOOD MORNING NEEDLES — REGIONAL CONNECTIONS



8. NEEDLES CARE — WELLNESS PROGRAM 
LAUNCHES



9. WORLD CAR-FREE DAY — FREE TRANSIT RIDES



10. NEEDLES PRIDE — BULKY PICKUP REMINDER



11. NEEDLES CONNECT — OUTREACH EXPANDS



SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC — SEPTEMBER 24–25



STATE OF THE CITY — OCTOBER 7



TRUNK OR TREAT — OCTOBER 28



ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL — FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING



ROUTE 66 GRANTS — NOVEMBER 12 DEADLINE


