
WELLS ANDREWS Circulation Director  |   BILL MCMILLEN Editorial
ERIC FRAKES Operations Manager    |   JASON LORD Layout & Design

ADVERTISING: NANCY NOVAK, JODY BRISTYAN, CAREY FEARING, JAMIE MCCORKLE, RICHARD COURTNEY, MARYANN LEWIS
PRODUCTION: BEN KANE Prepress Manage

News West Publishing  |  2435 Miracle Mile, Bullhead City, AZ 86442  |  928.296.8455  |  www.MohaveDailyNews.com

needles
c a l i f o r n i a

V I S I T O R  &  R E L O C A T I O N  G U I D E  2 0 2 3

EL GARCES 16

HEALTH 6

WELCOME 5

RECREATION 8

DEVELOPMENT 12

REAL ESTATE 14

DINING 21

OATMAN 19

RODEO 22

MILITARY MOMS 23

EDUCATION 24

T he City of Needles is the eastern most 
community in San Bernardino County, 
California sitting on historic Route 66 and 

the Colorado River. It is the oldest city in the tri-
state area, bordering Arizona and Nevada, and the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad runs through 
the middle of town.

A great place to vacation, visit 
or retire, Needles offers mild 
winters and warm sunny sum-
mers. Year ‘round recreation 
activities are endless including 
boating, fishing, off-roading, 
camping, rockhounding, 
hunting and golfing to name 
just a few. Our clear skies are 
perfect for star gazing. Launch your boat at Jack Smith 
Park; enjoy youth baseball, softball or soccer at Franz 
Flowers Field, Duke Watkins Park or Nikki Bunch 
Field; skate at Needles Skate Park; experience annual 
rodeo action at the Needles Rodeo Grounds; take your 
dog to Spike’s Desert Dog Park; swim at the Needles 
Aquatic Center; Rivers Edge Golf Course offers great 

golfing; or stay at one of our many RV parks. 

Founded in 1882 along the Santa Fe Railroad, history 
is abundant at the El Garces (former Fred Harvey Ho-
tel and Restaurant), The Train Park, or the Art Deco 
Claypool building that houses Palo Verde Community 
College. Spike, Snoopy’s brother, will greet you at the 
Needles Regional Museum. Stop in for a photo. Many 
of the town’s businesses have murals that pay tribute 
to Route 66.

The median household income is $42,122, an increase 
of 11% from 2021. Property values have increased 
44% since 2017. We have also experienced an increase 
in hotel revenues of 185% over the past eight years. 
Needles Unified School District offers K-12 education 
and we offer the lowest electric rates in the state. 

I am proud to represent the City of Needles as it’s 
mayor and I invite you to enjoy all we have to offer. 
Make Needles your destination.

Janet Jernigan
Mayor of Needles

WELCOME TO NEEDLES! – by Janet Jernigan

– by Rick DanielsA MESSAGE FROM THE CITY MANAGER

C ommunity vitality continues to improve in 
the City of Needles, who many consider the 
“East Coast” of California.

The community continues to experience a significant 
economic boom because of 
our affordable land prices 
and low power rates.

Our economic development 
initiative has attracted a $45 
million industry that has 
added nearly 1 million square 
feet of land use entitlements 
and added hundreds of new 
employees to the local work-
force. Those numbers continue to grow as projects 
under construction are completed.

The economic growth the city has experienced over 
the last five years has led to new development which 

has increased the total property value for the City of 
Needles by more than $100 million.

Wide open spaces and numerous off-highway trails 
invite folks wanting the nature experience. The Jack 
Smith Boat Launch has become one of the most popu-
lar for river enthusiasts.

The City of Needles has been able to re-invest in-
creased tax revenues — combined with grants — into 
our aging infrastructure. Millions of dollars have been 
spent on street and water improvements in the last two 
years with another $20 million in upgrades to water, 
electricity, streets, parks and other facilities coming to 
fruition.

Needles remains on the move.

Rick Daniels
City Manager



CARING FOR
THE COMMUNITY
Colorado River 
Medical Center

Colorado River 
Medical Center is 
a 25-bed critical 

access hospital located at 
1401 Bailey Ave. in Needles. 
It is a 501(c)(3) public benefit 
corporation nonprofit critical 
access hospital owned by 
Community Heatlhcare Partner 
Inc.

CRMC serves the residents of Nee-
dles, residents of the lower Mohave 
Valley and approximately 3,100 square 
miles of unincorporated San Bernardino 
County as well as visitors and travelers on 
Interstate 40 and U.S. Highway 95.

CRMC provides basic emergency services 
through its 24-hour emergency department. Other 
hospital services include X-ray, inpatient phar-
macy, outpatient surgery, laboratory services and 
hospital related support services. 

CRMC also has airship capabilities should medical 
transfers be necessary.

CRMC is Medicare certified and accepts a wide 
variety of private and public insurance.

The hospital is home to the largest solar project/
shade structure in the City of Needles, a 216-panel 
array that provides both shaded parking and 600 
kilowatt hours of electricity daily for use by the 
facility. 

The hospital motto is derived from its initials 
— CRMC: Consistent delivery of health care; 
Reliable service for all patients; Multi-faceted 
techniques and technology; and Continuing com-
mitment to the community.

For more information on services at CRMC, go to 
crmccares.com or call 760-326-7100.

Colorado River Medical Center

HEALTH 7

Thank you 
for your 

dedication!

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

Janet 
Jernigan

920 W Broadway 
Needles CA 92363

760-326-4007

Lic# 0C90845

On the corner of

Non-Denominational Worship
Sunday Service     9:30am

Celebrate Recovery     Thursdays, 6:30pm
Children’s Nursery • Live Band
(928) 788-1772
2214 Laguna

Mohave Valley, AZ

Let’s Get Connected!
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W ith attractions including: camping, 
boating, sitting on a beach on the 
refreshing Colorado River, off-roading 

through the beautiful Needles, California desert and 
taking in a spectacular sunset, why wouldn’t you love 
it here? 

With over 280 sunny days a year, Needles is suited for 
any outdoor activity. Whether you are a boating per-
son, an off-roading enthusiast, a camper and stargazer, 
or a history/Route 66 buff, our small town has some-
thing for everyone. 

PLACES OF INTEREST 

NEEDLES MUSEUM 
Needles Regional Museum, located across for the El 
Garces Historic Train Station, at 929 Front Street. This 
Museum has a mining display, history of the Santa Fe 
Railroad and so much more. Open seasonal
(760) 326-5678
Needlesregionalmuseum.org

EL GARCES TRAIN STATION
The structure was originally built in 1908 as El Garces, 
a Harvey House and Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway station. Now home to the Needles Desert 
Star, Needles bus systems and AMTRAK lobby, the El 
Garces is also available for tours, special events rental 
and open to commercial rentals. Schedule a tour by 
calling (760) 326-2344

RIVERS EDGE GOLF COURSE
Located at 144 Marina in Needles, this is the areas 
only golf course on the river. This a 18 hole, par 71, 
6,506 yards, rating 71.4 with a driving range and prac-
tice putting green. Cart and club rentals available. 

THE NEEDLES AQUATIC CENTER
Dedicated in 1990 and it contains a 25-yard compe-
tition-size swimming pool, a 2-story high corkscrew 

RECREATION
Needles may be small, but it is mighty with so much to 
do and take in! – by Jamie McCorkle

slide that empties into a 3-and-a-half foot separate 
pool and a kiddy play area that futures a wading pool. 
The pool offers lap swim, morning exercise, swim 
lessons, private lessons, open swim and pool rentals. 
The Aquatic Center is home to the Needles Sandshark 
swim team. 

HOLE IN THE WALL
At 4,400 feet in elevation, Hole-in-the-Wall Camp-
ground is surrounded by beautiful sculptured volcanic 
rock walls and makes a great basecamp for hikers. 
Thirty-five campsites accommodate RVs and tents; 
two walk-in sites are also available. 

Pit toilets, trash receptacles, fire rings, picnic tables; no 
utility hookups. Firewood is not available in the park. 
No water. Fees apply. 

EAGLE PASS (OFF ROADING)
Eagle Pass is an easy loop trail from Needles that can 
be done in half a day. The trail leaves from the center 
of Needles and almost immediately travels along a 
loose, gravelly trail toward the Sacramento Mountains. 
It enters a canyon that climbs gently toward Eagle 
Pass. High-clearance 4WDs are preferred, but any 
high-clearance vehicle is acceptable. Expect a rough 
road surface; mud and sand are possible but will be 
easily passable. Bring your camera! You will encounter 
some of the most beautiful scenery that the desert has 
to offer. 

PIRATE COVE RESORT
(100 Park Moabi Rd. Needles)
A slice vof the island life rests just 11 miles southeast 

of the center of Needles at Pirate Cove Resort. This 
resort offers almost every water activity and tropical 
drink you could want, along beautiful white sandy 
beaches.

With a boat launch, watercraft rentals, cabins, a bar, 
restaurant and more, all you really need to bring is 
your swimsuit and some sunscreen. Even if you forget 
those, the boutique and general store have you cov-
ered. 

The Cove is perfect for partying like a pirate or a 
relaxing day with the family. Whatever activities you 
enjoy, there is something for everyone here.
The Pirate Cove Marina holds 250 boat slips with 
12’x24’ and 24’x24’ spaces. They also offer a 24/7 gas 
dock to fuel up whenever you need.

PHOTO OPS

• Haunted Green House (K. Street & Needles Hwy) 
• Route 66 (Broadway/ Front Strees)
• Mural Tour (on businesses throughout Needles) 
• Needles Wagon (Broadway and A. street)
• Sunset the Needles Rodeo Grounds (San Clemente St)
• Colorado River (at Jack Smith Park)

AREA PARKS

ROADSIDE REST
Roadside Rest at Rotary Park on Front Street, includes 

Continued next page

El Garces

Rivers Edge Golf Course

Pirate Cove Resort



and restaurant amenities. The depot took its name 
from missionary Father Francisco Garces, known as 
the first European to cross the Mojave Desert.

The depot was luxurious. Large Mexican Fan Palms 
native to the site surrounded the two-story build-
ing with its distinctive symmetrical façade. Architect 
Francis S. Wilson included interior open-air loggias 
upstairs and down. Tuscan columns placed in pairs 
supported these walkways.  The interior ceilings were 
ornamental and intricate egg-and-dart detailing 
edged the woodwork.  Wilson’s use of the Classical 
Revival style, particularly popular on the East Coast 
and for civic and residential buildings, was unusual 
for a western depot and lent an aura of sophistication 
to the small town.

One reason for the success of El Garces was its beauty.  
Another was its management by the Fred Harvey 
Company.  Known as “the civilizer of the West,” Fred 
Harvey managed a large line of cafes and hotels along 
the Atcheson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad.  Motor-
ists also availed themselves of Harvey establishments, 
including El Garces, after the construction and mark-
ing of the National Old Trails Highway during the 
1910s.  This highway often ran parallel to the railroad, 
providing a continuous automobile route between St. 
Louis and Los Angeles.- Source: National Park Ser-
vice. 

Today El Garces located at 950 Front Street, is open to 
tours. Its community room is available for meetings, 
weddings, receptions and special events. El Garces 
is currently home to the Needles Desert Star, news-
paper office, the Needles bus system and AMTRAK. 
Many Needles residents would like to see El Garce 
reopen adding a hotel, restaurant & lounge and visi-
tor center.
 
-To inquire about tours or reserving El Garces for a 
special event call (760) 326-2344

-Please call the City of Needles to inquire about 
commercial rental space and development with in El 
Garces 760-326-211

RV/CAMPING ON THE COLORADO RIVER

• Needles Marina
• Fenders
• Pirates Cove Resort
• Rainbow Beach Resort
• K.O.A (not on river, but it is only a short distance)

a small walking path as well as a caboose and train car, 
tying this park to Needles’ railroad history and Burl-
ington Northern Santa Fe.

DUKE WATKINS PARK
Situated off of J. Street, this park includes picnic tables, 
shade ramadas, a playground, skate park, athletic field 
and restrooms. The Skate park was built through the 
help of the Tony Hawk Foundation, which donated 
$20,000 for this project. 

SPIKE’S DESERT DOG PARK
Named in honor of Snoopy’s brother Spike, in the 
Peanuts comic strip, the Needles dog park is on Flip 
Mendez Parkway. The fenced area features turf and 
water for dogs. 

JACK SMITH PARK
Needles’ largest park, on the Colorado River, has 
launch ramps, shaded armadas, BBQs, playground, 
beaches and restrooms. Ramadas can be rented for 
day use parties, through the City of Needles.

SANTA FE PARK
Located on front Street/ Route 66- in front of the 
historic El Garces Train Station. This beautiful park in 
shaded with tall trees, park benches, a lot of grass and 
a beautiful view of historic Needles Buildings. 

ED PARRY BALLPARK
Located on River Street, Ed Parry Park is a 4.60 acres 
and includes two Little League ball fields, snack-
shack, restrooms, bleacher seating and plenty of 

parking. 

FRAN FLOWERS & NIKKI BUNCH BALL FIELDS
Located on J. Street and Baily Ave. Both fields are use by 
our Mustangs baseball and Softball teams. In between 
both fields sits a large shaded armada and snack-shack. 
Both fields do have some bleacher seating. 

EL GARCES
Early in the 1900s, when trains were the principal 
means of personal transportation, depots gave travel-
ers a first impression of their local destinations and 
provided for the security and comfort of the railroad’s 
clientele.  Design and materials were important to 
both surrounding communities and railroad compa-
nies.  After the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Depot 
at Needles burned in 1906, the railroad spared no 
expense on its new facility. Built to suggest a Greek 
temple and opened in 1908 to great adulation, El 
Garces was a freight and passenger depot with hotel 

Fran Flowers
& Nikki Bunch Ball Fields
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Call 760-221-3211 for more info

El Garces
ON ROUTE  66

950 Front St    Needles, CA

Available for Event 
Rentals and Tours 

(INDIVIDUAL AND GROUPS)

Historic Harvey House built in 1908  
full of history and stories- Come see us!

RECREATION 11

El Garces

Needles Marina
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Economic development in Needles continues to 
be on a positive course, thanks to teamwork 
between the city, the private sector and the 

public at large.

City Manager Rick Daniels said the city will continue 
to take the lead role in fostering those partnerships.

“Economic development is multifaceted and carried 
out by numerous parties. It involves private investors, 
banks, educators and the city,” Daniels said. “I firmly 
believe that our unique role is to review, and issue per-
mit accurately and efficiently to minimize any red-tape 
delays. That is something that only the city can do and 
we should be the very best at it.”

ECONOMIC
Development

So far, the city has been successful. A California 
state auditors report issued praise in the form of a 
“very good” rating in assessing the city’s financial 
stability and sustainability.
“We’re rated at very good because of controlled 
spending, having an emergency reserve and not 
overextending our commitments,” Daniels said.

The city also has sought, and in many instances 
received, funding in the form of state and federal 
grants, helping to ease the financial burdens that 
accompany necessary infrastructure projects and 
ensure those commitment. Included was the secur-
ing of $30 million for current and future infrastruc-
ture projects, including improvements for streets 
and utilities.

“We haven’t done $30 million in capital improve-
ments in the last three decades,” Daniels said, un-
derscoring the magnitude of what the grants mean 
to the city.

Street repairs have been a slow, methodical project 
in the city, both in business and residential areas. 
Many old, deteriorated roadways were ground 
down and repaved; repairs have been completed in 
other areas to extend the life of existing streets.

Another encouraing sign is completion of con-
struction at the Hampton Inn, which was scheduled 
to open in January, a date pushed back because of 
ongoing supply-chain issues that have impacted 
nearly every community in the United States fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pandemic.

The city also continues to receive applications for 
cannabis facilities for cultivation, retail sales and 
manufacturing. Recent applications have been 
for new facilities as well as for expansions of 
existing businesses. Those businesses inject more 
than $1 million annually to the Needles budget 
through the city’s cannabis tax passed by voters 
in 2012.

That revenue has been put to good use, Daniels 
said.

“That new funding has allowed the city to assist new 
or expanding non-cannabis businesses, increase law 
enforcement, new street and water line improvements, 
park improvements....”

Daniels said the city plans to seek a grant that will pro-
vide funding for “a school resource officer with a K-9 
unit, part of our cannabis enforcement and additional 
or maybe the only counseling that will be available up 
at the school aimed at drug and alcohol education and 
counseling.”

Park improvements have been completed or remain 
in the works. Some were necessary after a September 
storm caused widespread damage; others were sought 
to improve or expand existing facilities to meet the con-
tinually growing need.

Another sign of growth was the announced return of the 
local court for San Bernardino County, to handle small, 
routine cases that previously required residents, local 
law enforcement and city employees to travel to Victor-
ville.

“I believe that means like traffic infractions,” Daniels 
said, with additional cases such as small claims, land-
lord-tenant disputes, civil restraining order and other 
civil matters also likely to be handled locally.

“We’ve missed the court,” Daniels said, speaking 
on the impact on city government. Traveling for 
routine matters “takes too much time away for our 
code enforcement, for small claims, for our police 
officers.”

Daniels said that all city employees, regardless of their 
title or duties, have an opportunity to help solidify the 
relationships and present a positive image, for busi-
nesses and residents alike.

“Whether it is mowing and watering the golf course 
or a park properly, or getting friendly customer servie 
when they pay their bill or recruiting a new develop-
ment, we are all tasked to be the city that people want 
to deal with and move their family or business here,” 
Daniels said.

– by Bill McMillen
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Growth of a city requires advancement in 
several areas, especially in population and 
employment.

Luring businesses is part of the equation; there is a 
need for jobs to accommodate new residents of work-
ing age and to provide future opportunities for those 
who have yet to enter the workforce.

But an equally — and perhaps more — important 
component is housing. There is a need for homes, be it 
houses or apartments, to meet the needs of that grow-
ing population.

That continues to be a challenge for Needles.
“Our population can’t grow without housing and our 
housing can’t grow without someone coming in, will-

ing to build houses,” Realtor Kimberli Willis, of River 
Sisters Realty, said. “If anyone were to develop here, 
(the homes) would sell quickly.”

As it is, the inventory generally moves “very quickly,” 
Willis said.
“We don’t have a huge inventory,” she said. “When we 
do get a listing, it usually sells quickly.”

The City of Needles has been active in trying to attract 
developers to boost that inventory of homes. The city 
has applied for federal and state funding, like inclu-
sion in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development programs that would assist in offering 
its housing stock to a broader array of buyers. Buyers, 
specifically teachers and law enforcement officers, may 
find it easier to qualify for home ownership because of 

HUD-administered programs. 

But for that to be effective, developers need to build 
those homes.

California is providing $4 billion statewide in sup-
port of housing projects and Needles officials are 
hopeful that some of that money will wind up bol-
stering local housing.

“We (the Needles Housing Authority and the city) 
are in the process now of an outreach to homebuild-
ers to get projects qualified,” City Manager Rick 
Daniels said.

So far, that has yet to bear any fruit but Daniels is 
hopeful that it will.

Willis said that a tight market typically increases 
housing prices — and that was the case in Needles 
for much of the last few years. But, she said, “We’re 
seeing a slowdown.”

Because of inflation and higher interest rates, home-
buyers may be hesitant to pull the trigger on sales 
contracts. That also applies to developers, who may 
be concerned about buyer hesitance.

“We haven’t had a new housing development in 
Needles since the early 2000s,” Willis said. “We 
really need to find a developer who is willing to 
take the risk to build here. That is what we really 
need.”

She said development in Needles is hindered by 
stringent rules and regulations, obstacles that devel-
opers don’t encounter — at least to the same degree 
— in Arizona.

“Everything is so much difficult to build in San Ber-
nardino County and California,” Willis said.
One example: All new residential construction 
has to include sprinkler systems. The requirement, 
meant to provide additional fire protection to 
homes, does add significant costs to construction.

And, she said, Needles’ location “away from the rest of 
San Bernardino County” also makes it challenging.
“We are so removed from the rest of the county,” she 
said.

While that may be a negative to some developers, it is a 
positive to some potential buyers.
“We have people who want to live here, who love the 
small town, who don’t want to be part of a big city,” she 
said.

The Needles City Council approved the city’s partici-
pation in a Rural Housing Needs Allocation program 
through the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development to help the city present goals 
and policies relative to the development, improvement 
and maintenance of housing in the city. The RHNA will 
be used to help determine the future needs, based on 
projected growth in population and employment.

According to demographic information from the city, 
there are 2,895 housing units in Needles, supporting the 
city’s population of 4,839. More than half of those units 
— houses and apartments — are owner-occupied.

Increasing that number of housing units is a necessary 
step to increasing the city’s population and employment 
opportunities.

“We have the buyers,” Willis said. “We just don’t have the 
homes.”

– by Bill McMillen

GROWINGThe City



N ow a stop along Interstate 40, Needles, 
California, has a rich history as a point of 
refuge for travelers heading west. 

One building still standing in town offers a peek into 
the past. The Needles Tourism and Visitor Center 
welcomes the public for tours of the El Garces build-
ing that lies right along the railroad tracks at 950 
Front Street. 

The story of this impressive, two-story structure is 
worth the visit. For just $5 per person, a volunteer 
guide will take you through El Garces and share its 
history. If you are lucky enough to have longtime 

Needles local Mike Thornton as your tour guide, you 
will leave with a deep appreciation for the building. 
Thornton has a special connection to El Garces and 
tells its story well.

Needles popped up on the map in 1883 when the At-
lantic and Pacific Railroad met the Southern Pacific 
Railroad just east of the current town site to form the 
35th Parallel Transcontinental Railroad, which later 
became part of the Santa Fe Railroad. 

As the railroad created these little communities 
across the West and passenger travel increased, there 
became a need for suitable accommodations and 

dining. This is where Fred Harvey stepped in. He 
built hotels and restaurants at depots all along the 
way to serve passengers.

 “When Needles was established it was a very isolated 
town,” Thornton said. “The Harvey Company, it was 
said, created islands of civilization strung together 
by railroad tracks, all across the West. Almost ev-
ery town out here west of Albuquerque is a railroad 
town, and if not it was a mining town.”

Harvey needed workers to cook, clean and serve 
guests in his Harvey Houses, and decided upon 
hiring young women for their even temperament. 
However, women were scarce in the West at the turn 
of the 20th century. 

“There was a saying that there were no ladies west 
of Dodge City and no women west of Albuquerque,” 
Thornton said. “So Harvey advertised on the East 
Coast, Midwest and Southeast, for young women 
who were attractive, intelligent and willing to go on 
an adventure. For a single woman to move west at 
that time, by herself, was just a monumental leap for 
most women.”

Brave souls ready for that adventure responded to 
the Harvey ads and were transported to their new 
station somewhere along the railway. Needles be-
came one such station.

The Harvey House in Needles was opened in 1908. 
Named “El Garces” for Father Francisco Garces, this 
huge structure was known as the “crown jewel” of the 
Harvey line. 

Designed in a neo-classic style by architect Frances 
Wilson, El Garces was a grand building made of re-
inforced concrete to avoid fire danger. It was a haven 
for weary passengers. 

“It was just beautiful, it was massive, it was almost 
palatial,” Thornton said. “You’re riding along in a 
bumpy passenger car pulled by a stinky old steam 
engine and you pull up here and walk into this build-

ing with linen, crystal and silver, served by beautiful 
women and the meals were prepared by chefs that 
Fred Harvey recruited out of Europe, so some of 
them were world famous.” 

Harvey expected the very best from his girls, and un-
der the watch of a matron, they ran a tidy operation.

“Harvey had to make sure that he had a safe environ-
ment for the girls, so he insisted that they stay at 
the Harvey House. They were dormed, they had a 
matron and they also had a head waitress,” Thorn-

ELGarces
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Just 30 minutes outside of 
Needles, The old West charm 
draws visitors from near and 

far to the former mining town of 
Oatman, Arizona, nestled along 
historic Route 66. It’s a picture 
out of a classic Western movie, 
complete with a saloon, gunfights 
and the occasional tumbleweed. 

Adults and children alike can’t 
get enough of the burros roam-
ing through town. These Oatman 
residents are descendants of the 
burros the miners used as pack 
animals and were set loose dur-
ing the termination of the mines. 
Although they are wild animals, 
they are quite friendly and will 
poke their noses right in your car 
window. 

The Oatman Hotel, built in 1902, 
is a large draw of the town due 
to its notoriety as the spot Clark 
Gable and Carole Lombard spent 
their honeymoon night. You can 
walk upstairs and see into the 
bedroom, along with copies of the 
couple’s marriage license and other 
memorabilia. The building is the 
oldest two-story adobe structure in 
Mohave County and is recognized 
as a historical landmark.

Other Oatman activities include 
gold panning demonstrations, 
dressing up in costume for an old-

time photo, and they even offer 
shotgun weddings with the local 
parson officiating. 

Of course there is no shortage of 
shopping, so grab a hand-scooped 
ice cream cone and browse 
through handmade jewelry, leather 
goods, artwork, candles, Route 66 
memorabilia, and numerous other 
novelties. Raw honey, jerky, and 
fudge are just a few food items you 
can get your hands on. 

Once you are finished shopping, 
stop in Olive Oatman’s restaurant 
for a burger or fry bread taco. The 
restaurant and the town are named 
for the woman, who was a captive 
of two Indian tribes near the area 
before her eventual release.

After lunch, check out one of the 
town’s newer attractions, the Oat-
man Jailbreak Escape Room. Find 
out if your crew is clever enough 
to elude Sheriff Oaty and make a 
break for it with the stolen loot. 

The game consists of three rooms 
set up as a jail and sheriff ’s office. 
After some quick instruction, play-
ers are given 40 minutes to unlock 
a series of doors and compart-
ments to find five bags of “money.” 
You may think this sounds like 
an easy task, but there are several 
decoys to lead you astray. Criti-
cal thinking is imperative to solve 
all of the tests presented before 
you — finding keys, figuring out 
combinations, and searching for 
clues amongst several strategically 
placed artifacts.

The escape room is open daily 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and reservations 
are suggested to secure your desired 
time slot. Visit oatmanjailbreak.com 
or call 805-570-8050 to book a res-
ervation. The cost is $20 per person, 
with a $50 minimum per group; kids 
6 and under play for free.

Altogether, Oatman has more to 
offer than one might expect, and is 
a fun spot for the whole family.

WILD, WILD WESTa place to visit
– by Melanie Nelson

Burros in Oatman, Arizona
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ton said. “He dressed them almost nun-like and they 
couldn’t be seen in the community as anything other 
than just pure and good. They had to be impec-
cable.”

For some, the station in Needles was too much to 
bear with the heat in the summers. For others, it be-
came their new home and they stayed much beyond 
their contract. 

“Descendants of Harvey girls are all over the West,” 
Thornton said. “From about the 1890s until just be-
fore World War II, about 100,000 of them came west 
and about 50,000 of them stayed, established homes 
and made these little communities what they are now. 
Individually they were ordinary women, as a group 
they were almost a civilizing force.”

The El Garces Harvey House ceased operation in 
1949. The Santa Fe Railroad housed its offices in the 
building until 1988. In 1995 Santa Fe merged with 
Burlington Northern to create the BNSF Railway 
system, which currently operates through Needles. In 
1999, the City of Needles acquired El Garces and it 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places 
in 2002. 

There is an air-conditioned banquet room in the 
lower level that is available to be rented for events and 
receptions. To inquire about renting or to book tours 
of El Garces, contact Jan Jernigan at 760-326-4007. 

While visiting Needles, there are a few other points 
of interest. Just a stone’s throw from El Garces is the 
Train Park, which runs along Front Street between 
the blocks of J and K streets. There are rail cars 
on display and there is a short walking path with 
benches.



D ining in Needles runs the 
gamut from our fast-food 
chain restaurants - Carl’s 

Jr., Jack in the Box, McDonald’s, 
Subway and Dairy Queen - to a 
variety of slower paced, less hectic sit 
down restaurants featuring breakfast 
to dinner and everything in between.

We have more than a dozen fam-
ily owned and operated restaurants 
from authentic Mexican food to 
home-style cooking, BBQ to Pizza & 
Wings. Chinese food to Indian food. 
These restaurants also include sports 
bars, drive-thru options and even a 
place to dock your boat and grab a 
bite! 

So whether you live in Needles, are 
on vacation, or just passing through, 
you will not leave hungry!

AMERICAN/HOME-STYLE COOKING
19th Hole Bar & Grill  •  River Front Café

Wagon Wheel Restaurant 
Chilling Point Restaurant & Bar

CHINESE & THAI
Panda Garden

INDIAN
Flavor of India

MEXICAN
Munchy’s

 
PIZZA & WINGS (PASTA & SUBS)
Route 66 Pizza  •  River City Pizza Co.

FAST FOOD
McDonalds  •  Carl’s Jr.  •  Jack in the Box

Subway  •  Dairy Queen
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Needles is home to a variety of 
restaurants that offer delicious cuisine 
that is suited for any taste – by Jamie McCorkle

DINING 21

One of the local celebrities in Needles is 
Spike, who is the cousin of Snoopy from 
the popular “Peanuts” comic strip. In a 

letter provided by the Needles Regional Museum, 
“Peanuts” creator Charles M. Schulz wrote to 
Ms. Beulah Notley on his personal history with 
Needles: “It may have been in 1928 or ’29 when 
two of my married uncles, Cy and Monore, moved 
from Minneapolis to Needles. Monroe had adopted 
a nephew named Howard who was a teenager. He 
had been diagnosed as having tuberculosis and it 
was recommended that he had to be taken to a dry 
climate. Not too long after that, my mother and dad 
and my mother’s sister, Ella, were convinced that 
they also should move to Needles. My grandmother 
had also joined the family by this time. My dad 
sold his barbershop in St. Paul and he and Monroe 
opened the barbershop in Needles. A brand new 
grade school was just being finished when we 
arrived, so I attended the 2nd grade while there. 
The only child’s name I recall was that of a little 
girl named Marie Holland. I had 
my seventh birthday 
there. Not long after 
that we moved back 
to St. Paul. My 
dad re-purchased 
his barbershop 
and remained 
there the rest of 
his life. I don’t 
know how long 
Spike will remain in the 
desert, but I do know 
that he enjoys very 
much his trips to 
Needles.”

– by Saul A. Flores

SPIKE

Serving the Tri-State Area
Including: Needles, California - Bullhead City, Arizona and Laughlin, Nevada

1-822.2.Billet (833-224-5538)

 Clinic
1555 Ramar Rd.

Bullhead City, AZ 86442

Home Health & Hospice
1954 Hwy 95, Suite 2A
Bullhead City, AZ 86442

F r o m  O u r  H o u s e  t o  Yo u r s

Mobile Physician

Remote Patient Monitoring

Home Health Primary Care

Pharmacy

Hospice

To learn more about our services contact  
Sara Miranda 623-810-9185

Grand Canyon Professional 
Rodeo Association 
sanctioned rodeo

“Oldest local rodeo in the  
tri-state area put on by locals”

For more information call Needles Rodeo Association

760-333-5255

Needles Rodeo Grounds
1001 San Clemente  •  Needles, CA

Needles Rodeo Grounds
1001 San Clemente
Needles, CA

Needles Rodeo Grounds
1001 San Clemente
Needles, CA

March 31 - 
April 1, 2023

45th Colorado River 

Meet
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The newly formed group of mothers and 
other relatives and friends of active service 
members with ties to Needles already 

has launched a military banner program, called 
Hometown Heroes, placing fabric signs on utility 
poles along selected streets in Needles. Each sign 
honors an active military member with ties to Needles 
— either they are from Needles, lived in Needles at 
one time in their lives or have relatives living in the 
city.

“Our primary purpose is to honor those in the armed 
forces and emotionally support families of those who 
are serving our country,” co-organizer Donna Mc-
Corkle said.

Banners have been installed on West Broadway Street. 
If the need arises, K Street also will be used for the 
banner program.

Co-organizer Lindsey Payson said the banners, which 
measure 6 feet high and 30 inches wide, bear the 
name, photo and branch of service of the military 
member.

Honorees must currently be serving in active duty 
in any branch of the military and mush be a Needles 
resident or have immediate family members who are 
residents of Needles.

McCorkle noted that five members of the Needles 
High School graduating class of 2022 joined the mili-
tary.

To fund the program, displaying the banners at no 
cost to the service member’s family, and to support 
other projects, the Neeldes Military Moms sell spe-
cialty T-shirts. Emblazened with the slogan “Support 
& Defend” on the front and “RED — Remember Ev-
eryone Deplayed/Support Our Troops” on the back, 
the shirt sales also raised money to help send Christ-

– by Bill McMillen
MILITARY MOMSHaving Impact

Steven Jernigan 
California Live Scan • Private Service Provider

(760)903-3400
Service when and where You need it!

920 W Broadway, Needles, CA 92363
Commission #2347603

steve@desertmobilenotaryservice.com

mas gift boxes to local service members.

“The profits will go to not only the banners but also the 
boxes and whatever we can do to support,” Payson said. 
“We’re pretty appreciative of everybody who’s served 
and everybody who’s donating to this cause.”

T-shirts were donated by Hardware Express and may be 
purchased at the store at 419 W. Broadway. 

The Needles Military Moms began the gift box process by 
collecting donations — cash and items — and packed the 
boxes for shipping in November. The 30 boxes included 
hygiene products, goodies, clothing and other suitable 
items such as playing cards, puzzles and books to provide 
a little bit of home to the service members.

The Needles Mitary Moms, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, formed 
specifically to help honor and support local service mem-
bers. The Tri-State Military Moms, based in Bullhead 
City, conducts similar programs for active-duty service 
members from Laughlin to Needles but Needles moms 
felt the need to open their own organization because of 
the growing number of NHS students who have chosen 
to enlist in the armed forces in recent years.

For more information on the Needles Military Moms, go 
to the group’s Facebook page or call 760-217-1123.

T he Needles Rodeo is the 
longest running local 
rodeo in the tri-state 

area beginning in the 1950s. It’s 
colorful history began with the 
Soto brothers, Sam and Emilio, 
bringing cowboy action to a 
Route 66 location out on the 
west end of Needles. 

After a lapse of a few years, the 
Needles Rodeo came back as 
the Colorado River Round Up 
in 1976 with a new home at the 
Needles Rodeo Grounds on the 
highest point in the city. Part 
of the Grand Canyon Profes-
sional Rodeo Association, the 
CRRU is a sanctioned rodeo 
with all the action of seven 
classic rodeo events - bareback, 
saddle bronc and bull riding; 
steer wrestling; tie-down, steer 
and team roping. Ranch bronc 
is added to the line-up for local 
cowboys. 

Now the biggest annual event 
here, the rodeo is presented by 
the Needles Rodeo Association. 
“A local rodeo put on by locals” 
is the motto of this group of 
volunteers who never fail to 
draw huge crowds. It’s a week-
end of rodeo action, Queen 

and Princess crowning, Grand 
Marshall, dances, beer gardens, 
BBQ dinners, L’il Wrangler Ro-
deo and corn hole and horse-
shoe tourneys. Everyone gets to 
put on their best western attire 
for a great time.

The Needles Rodeo Associa-
tion is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
tax deductible organization 
that gives back to the tri-state 
community. Many youth and 
other organizations and events 
benefit from the success of 
the rodeo and the rodeo as-
sociation is always willing to 
help out and donate when and 
where there is a need. 

The 45th Colorado River 
Round Up is set for April 2023 
at the Needles Rodeo Grounds 
on San Clemente St. in Needles. 
Two performances - on Friday 
night and Saturday night - are 
followed by the rodeo dance. A 
full schedule and other infor-
mation can be found at www.
needlesrodeo.com or Needles 
Rodeo/Colorado River Round 
Up on Facebook and Insta-
gram. 

Cowboy and Cowgirl Up!

NEEDLES
RODEOHistory
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Palo Verde College is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary. The college’s Needles Center has 
been part of the college’s last 13 years.

The college opened its doors in 1947 to 17 students 
and now boasts more than 3,800 students in on-cam-
pus and online programs.

The community college offers associate degrees and 
certificate programs in a number of fields of study 
and also helps students establish transferrable credits 
to four-year institutions.

The Palo Verde Community College District was 
expanded in 1998 to include eastern San Bernardino 
County and the City of Needles. Previously, the 
Needles area had been provided limited classes since 
1968 by the San Bernardino Community College 
District.

Palo Verde College first entered the Needles land-

scape in 1998, offering evening classes on the Nee-
dles High School campus while a search began for 
a permanent home for a college campus in the city. 
Meanwhile, PVC opened its current 200-acre Blythe 
campus in 2001.

In June of 2005, district voters in Needles and the 
surrounding area in San Bernardino County ap-
proved a $6 million bond issue for the remodeling 
of the historic Claybpool Building after the Clay-
pool family donated the facility at 725 W. Broadway 
to Palo Verde College. Following the bond issue’s 
passage, funding from the California state legisla-
ture helped the college obtain computers and other 
high-tech equipment and furniture, facilitating the 
Needles Center’s opening on June 18, 2009, with the 
first classes in the two-story building held in the fall 
semester later that year.

The main floor of the building houses a media learn-
ing center with computers for student access, an au-

PALO VERDE COLLEGE
Celebrating It’s 75th Anniversary

Palo Verde Community College

dio/video service center, a student activities center 
and administrative offices. the lower level houses 
three large distance-learning labs, two lecture 
classrooms, a graphic arts lab, a computer lab and 
two interdisciplinary classrooms.

Classes are conducted at the Needles Center 
through interactive video conferencing with the 
main campus in Blythe as well as through corre-
spondence education and online classes for stu-
dents unable to attend regular classes in Blythe or 
Needles.

In July of 2022, Jacyln Randall was appointed 
dean of the Needles Center following the retir-
ment of Lale Cilenti. Celenti served as Needles 
dean for seven years. Randall served in several 
capacities under Cilenti, first as manager of stu-
dent success, then as director of student success 
and equity.

Randall has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
Cal State San Bernardino, two master’s degrees in 
psychology from Walden University, and is work-
ing toward a doctorate in social psychology.

“I look forward to advancing the Needles Center 
even further under Jaclyn’s leadership,” said Dr. 
Donald Wallace, superintendent/president of the 
Palo Verde Community College District.

He said that Cilenti “did great work for the Needles 
Center and for the district,” and expects Randall 
to “build on that foundation and surprise us 
with new and exciting things as we move 
forward.”

Randall began her career with 
Palo Verde College in 2015 as 
manager of Student Success, 
overseeing matriculation 
and equity. In 2018, she 
was promoted to director of 
Student Success and Equity.

Randall said the college is hoping to expand its Nee-
dles offerings to include an IV certification class, phle-
botomy and a certified nursing assistant program.

“We’re trying to do all of that here and bring a lot of 
what we’ve done in the main campus here to Needles 
for the Needles students and the Needles community,” 
she said.

The Palo Verde College 75th anniversary celebration 
including an child development center arts and music 
jubilee, a multicultural festival, a golf tournament, a 
pregame festival before the college men’s and women’s 
basketball games against Golden West College and the 
75th anniversary gala, which included a social hour, 
dinner and dance and silent auction to support the 
PVC Foundation.

For more information about Palo Verde College, call 
760-326-5033 or go to https://www.paloverde.edu/.CELEBRATING 75 YEARS



NEEDLES CENTER 725 W. BROADWAY | NEEDLES | CALIFORNIA

• Transferable Programs
•  Basic Skills/GED Prep/GED 

Testing/Computer Literacy
•  Free Enrichment Classes  

(quilting, art, photography)
•  Welding & Auto Technology 

Certificates
    FUTURE PROGRAMS
•  Workforce Skills Training, Vocational  

Programs in Allied Health, Basic Life 
Support/C.P.R., Construction Trades

Apply Now

NOW OFFERING  
FREE DAY AND  

EVENING GED PREP  
CLASSES

Let us show you how 
you can achieve 

success in life through 
education.

Call us today!
760-326-5033

Or visit on the web
www.paloverde.edu

Kickstart Your 
Life at Your Local 

Community 
College

NEEDLES 
CENTER

Celebrating 

75 
years!




