(ACT) — ACTION NEEDED
(INF) — INFORMATION ONLY
(DIS) — DISCRETIONARY
CEMETERY ADVISORY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF NEEDLES
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2022 - 3:00 P.M. — ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 1111 BAILEY AVENUE, NEEDLES
AGENDA
AUTHORIZED BY AB 361
THE CHAIRWOMAN AND COMMISSIONERS MAY BE ATTENDING THIS MEETING
TELEPHONICALLY BY CALLING THE FOLLOWING NUMBER:
1-866-576-7975 - Participant access: 853544
THE PUBLIC MAY ALSO ATTEND BY CALLING THE ABOVE NUMBER AND

MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO 12:00 NOON THE DAY
OF THE MEETING BY EMAILING ecsallis@cityofneedles.com

MASKS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THIS MEETING

Call to Order - Roll Call

Welcome new Commissioner, Larry Ford - Administer Oath of Office
Approval of Agenda (ACT)

Correspondence

Public Appearance: Persons wishing to address the Commission on subjects other than those
scheduled are requested to do so at this time. When called by the Chairwoman, please announce your
name and address for the record. In order to conduct a timely meeting, a three minute time limit per
person has been established by Municipal Code Section 2-18. Amendments to California Government
Code Sec. 54950 prohibits the Board from taking action on a specific item until it appears on the agenda.

Consent Calendar: All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be
enacted by one motion in the form listed. The Chairwoman or any Member of the Commission may pull
an item from the Consent Calendar for discussion. Prior to Commission action, a member of the public
may address the Commission on matters scheduled on the Consent Calendar. A three-minute time limit
per person applies. Recommended Action: Approve Items 1 through 2 on the Consent Calendar by
affirmative vote (ACT)

L:\cemetery advisory comm\agenda 10-20-22 adj mtg.docx/cks Page 1



1L Minutes of adjourned regular meeting held May 19, 2022
2. Los Angeles Times article regarding new burial option: human composting  (INF)
Regular Items (A three minute time limit per person has been established per Municipal Code
Section 2-18)

NONE

Commission Requests

Adjournment

Posted: October 14, 2022

INTERNET ACCESS TO COMMISSION AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL
IS AVAILABLE PRIOR TO THE MEETING AT
http://www.cityofneedles.com

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS - Any public record, relating to
an open session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to a meeting is available for public
inspection at the Needles Administrative Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA 92363.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in
this meeting, please contact Cheryl Sallis, Community Services Manager, at (760) 326-2113 ext 115.
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to
ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II)
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CEMETERY ADVISORY COMMISSION
May 19, 2022
The adjourned regular meeting of the Cemetery Advisory Commission held on the 19th day of
May, 2022, was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN presiding and the
following COMMISSIONERS present:
COMMISSIONERS WILLIAMS AND McNEIL (TELEPHONICALLY)
Also Present: COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER SALLIS

APPVL OF COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS MOVED, SECONDED COMMISSIONER
AGENDA McNEIL, to approve the agenda. Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN, COMMISSIONERS
WILLIAMS AND McNEIL
NOES: NONE

ABSENT: COMMISSIONER LONG
CORRESP  None
PBLC APRN None
CONSENT COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS MOVED, SECONDED BY CHAIRWOMAN
CALNDR BALDWIN, to approve consent calendar items 1 through 2
1. Minutes of adjourned regular meeting held February 17, 2022
2. Decoration Day (May 27) / Memorial Day Program (May 30) to be held at
Cemetery (INF)

Motion to approve agenda item 1 carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN AND COMMISSIONER
WILLIAMS
NOES: NONE

ABSENT: COMMISSIONER LONG
ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONER McNEIL

Agenda item 2 was submitted for information only

REG ITEMS: A general review and discussion was held on the draft 2022-2023 fiscal year
budget including the capital improvement plan.

FY 22-23

BUDGET COMMISSIONER LONG entered the meeting at 3:06 p.m.

INC CAPTL

IMPR PLAN CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN brought up the installation of a new well on the
cemetery grounds for irrigation, item 6 on the capital improvement plan, noting
that if it was installed now, it would pay for itself in less than 15 years. Water is



May 19, 2022
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an important matter and costs will only continue to increase. COMMISSIONER
McNEIL spoke on the recent drilling of a new well on Needles Highway where
the water was not good and the well had to be capped. Some water is not potable
and down the road may want to look at using reclaimed water at the cemetery.
Discussion followed on the use of well versus reclaimed water for cemetery
irrigation.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
LONG, to approve the draft 2022-2023 fiscal year budget including the capital
improvement plan as submitted. Motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN, COMMISSIONERS LONG,
WILLIAMS AND McNEIL
NOES: NONE

ABSENT:  NONE
COMMISSIONER McNEIL left the meeting at 3:15 p.m.

COM ROSTS: A brief discussion on protection of the Old Pioneer Cemetery and needed
improvements onsite.

CHAIRWOMAN BALDWIN declared the adjourned regular meeting of the Cemetery Advisory
Commission held on the 19th day of May, 2022, adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

ATTEST:

Chairwoman Community Services Manager



Needles, California
Request for Board Action

[ ]CITY COUNCIL [ ]NPUA [X] CEMETERY ADVISORY COMMISSION
X] Adjourned Regular [] Special

Meeting Date: October 20, 2022

Title: Los Angeles Times article regarding new burial option: human composting

Background: The attached article is for the Commission's information only. This
"alternative burial method", human composting, will be available in 2027
and, at this time, it's unknown what impact, if any, there will be on our
cemetery. Only time will tell.

Fiscal Impact:
Environmental Impact:
Recommended Action: No action needed — Information only

Submitted By: Cheryl Sallis, Community Services Manager

—

City Management Review: el — Date: _ &> ‘ | 5

Approved:[ ] Not Approved:[ | Tabled:[] Other:[_]

Agenda ltem: 2.




ADVERTISEMENT
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Los Angeles Times SUBSCRIBE

CALIFORNIA

California’s dead will have a new burial option: Human
composting

LOG IN
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Return Home Chief Executive Micah Truman with a demonstration “vessel” for the deceased, decorated with flowers and
compostable mementos. (Jason Redmond / AFP via Getty Images)

BY MELODY GUTIERREZ | STAFF WRITER
SEPT. 18, 2022 8:37 PM PT

A

SACRAMENTO — California will begin allowing an alternative burial method known as

human composting in 2027, under a bill signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom on Sunday.

Assembly Bill 351 by Assemblymember Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens) will create a
state regulatory process for natural organic reduction, a method in which human
remains naturally decompose over a 30-to-45-day period after being placed in a steel
vessel and buried in wood chips, alfalfa and other biodegradable materials. The
nutrient-dense soil created by the process can then be returned to families or donated to

conservation land.



Supporters say it’s an eco-friendly alternative to traditional end-of-life options.
Cremation, for example, is an energy-intense process that produces carbon dioxide
emissions, while traditional burial uses chemicals to embalm bodies and a

nonbiodegradable coffin to store them.

California will join Washington, Colorado, Oregon and Vermont in allowing human

composting.

“With climate change and sea-level rise as very real threats to our environment, this is
an alternative method of final disposition that won’t contribute emissions into our

atmosphere,” Garcia said in a statement.

It was Garcia’s third attempt to approve human composting in California after previous

attempts failed in 2020 and 2021. Her office said for every person who is composted
versus buried or cremated, the environmental impact is immediate. The companies that
offer human composting say that for every person who chooses the option over burial or
cremation, it will save the equivalent of 1 metric ton of carbon from entering the

environment.

ADVERTISING

“This new law will provide California’s 39 million residents with a meaningful funeral
option that offers significant savings in carbon emissions, water and land usage over

conventional burial or cremation,” said Katrina Spade, chief executive of Recompose, a



Seattle company that was the first funeral home to build a human composting facility in

the country. “Our end-of-life choices matter in the effort to heal this planet.”

The California Catholic Conference opposed the bill, saying the process “reduces the

human body to simply a disposable commodity.”

“The practice of respectfully burying the bodies or the honoring the ashes of the
deceased comports with the virtually universal norm of reverence and care towards the
deceased,” said the group, which is the public policy voice of the Catholic Church in

California.

Newsom signed the bill without comment.

Human composting is slightly less expensive than a casket funeral, but at around
$5,000 to $7,000, it is more costly than cremation. The soil created by the human
composting process could be used on private land with permission and otherwise would

be subject to the same restrictions as scattering cremated remains in the state.

“This is a question of consumer choice, and Californians should have access to a death
care option that is natural, carbon neutral and a sustainable alternative to cremation or
burial,” said Tom Harries, co-founder of Earth Funeral, which offers the burial option.
“Earth Funeral looks forward to bringing soil transformation to California so that

anyone can make this choice for themselves or to honor their loved ones.”
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