
Needles Public Utility Authority 

Town Hall Meeting 
UTILITY RATES 

• RICK DANIELS  
• City Manager 

• JERRY PORTER  
• Chief Water Plant Operator 



Welcome 



State & Federal Requirements for 

Environmental Safe Sewer Collection 

REGULATORY AGENCIES – City must report to: 

  

• CALIFORNIA WATER QUALITY / CONTROL BOARD 

• Discharge Monitoring 

 

• US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY   

 (US EPA) 

• Storm water Runoff  

 

• CALIFORNIA ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
(CalEPA)  

• Hazardous Materials  

 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
(USDA)  

• Safety and Security of Treatment Plant  

• Treatment Plant Loan Compliance  

 

 

 



State & Federal Requirements for Safe & High 

Quality Water Distribution 

REGULTORY AGENCIES – City must report to: 
 

• FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY  

• Drinking Water Contaminants – Standards and 
Regulations 

• Annual Water Quality Consumer Confidence Report 

 

• CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD DIVISION 
OF DRINKING WATER PROGRAMS 

• Regulation of Contaminants and Standards 

• Monitoring of Testing, Sampling and Quality of the 
Water 

 

• SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

• Oversees Backflow Testing 

 

• SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

• Hazardous Materials Handling 

 

• BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

• Accounting of Water Usage 

 

 

 



2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Water $1,030,777.00  $1,124,073.00  $1,599,633.00  $1,160,075.00  $1,075,125.00  

Wastewater  $813,429.00  $764,923.00  $939,850.00  $921,391.00  $915,516.00  
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Water Wastewater  

5 Year Actual Expenditures 

2013 - Well #10 
Failed/Well #15 
Construction Began 
  



5 Year Audited Cash Flow Deficit 
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6/30/2011 6/30/2012 6/30/2013 6/30/2014 6/30/2015 

Water Deficit ($496,079.00) ($575,076.00) ($571,927.00) ($597,764.00) ($626,526.00) 

Wastewater Deficit ($620,590.00) ($546,592.00) ($626,661.00) ($540,762.00) ($703,446.00) 

Water Deficit 

Wastewater Deficit 



Needles RATES are comparable 

2015 Average Monthly Water Charges by County In California 



Needles RATES are comparable 

Water Rates – San Bernardino County 



Waste Water Rates – San Bernardino County 

Needles RATES are comparable 



• DAILY REPAIRS ON WORN OUT 
PIPE LINES ARE INCREASING. 1 

• PIPE LINES REPLACEMENT IS 
DELAYED. 2 

• REPAIRS ARE NEEDED NOW. 3 

DELAPITATED INFRUSTRUCTURE 



UTILITY RATES . . . 

ELECTRIC RATES REDUCED   

WATER  RATES PROPOSAL   

SEWER RATES PROPOSAL   

 
 

 NET CUSTOMER SAVINGS  

** CALCULATION FOR A TYPICAL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENT 

$ 25.81 PER MONTH 

$ 18.50 PER MONTH 

$   1.87 PER MONTH 

 
 

$  5.44 PER MONTH 
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Needles first installation of 

Water & Sewer was in the 

1950’s 

Asset Replacement 

Funds of at least 400,000 

per year is needed 

Infrastructure Upgrades 

TODAY 60% of the 

Infrastructure is PAST 

it’s life expectance. 



GOALS  
SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT 

• PAY DEBTS 

– City of Needles, USDA Loan & Bonds for Purchase of 
Utility 

• MAINTAIN SYSTEMS 

– For Regulatory Compliances 

• FUND REPLACEMENT of 

– Worn Out Infrastructure Today and upcoming 
replacement over next 10 years 



THE BIG PICTURE ! 

5 gallons of Water 

= .89¢ per gallon 

  $1.54 per HCF* = $.0020 per gallon 

*HCF = Hundred Cubic Feet  

=   One Penny 

5 gallons of Water 

One Penny + One Quarter-Penny 
$1.85 per HCF* = $.0025 per gallon 

=                +   
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